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Striped by name 

….not always by nature!

These are all Striped Legless Lizards 

from north-east Victoria



- Adult Striped Legless Lizards (SLL) up to. 28 cm long and 

pencil-thin, sexes similar.

- No legs, just tiny hind-leg flaps.

- Tail, when unbroken, about twice the length of the body.

- Visible ear openings

- Animals may squeak when handled.

- Colour pattern variable; usually stripes on the body, 

becoming diagonal bands on the tail.

- Pale grey-brown above and cream on ventral surface.

- No black markings on the head, though the head is generally 

darker than body, tending to black in juveniles.

- Throat usually a pale- to golden-yellow colour.

Striped Legless Lizard - vital statistics
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Mistaken identity?
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Striped Legless Lizard - Life History & Ecology

• Diurnal, active in the warmer months. 

• Burrowing habit. Over-winters below ground under a rock, 

log, or tussock.

• Restricted to grassland & grassy woodland habitat.

• Long-lived, with estimates of 10+ years in the wild. 

• Reproductive maturity reached at 2-4 years.

• Females lay two cylindrical-shaped eggs in Dec-Jan. 

• Able to ‘drop’ their tails.

• Diet of small invertebrates (spiders, crickets, moth-, 

butterfly- and beetle-larvae, cockroaches).

• Home range and movement patterns largely unknown –

recorded moving at least 20m in one day.
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Striped Legless Lizards once occurred across 
inland SE Australia.

• Basalt plains from Melbourne to Western Victoria and into South Australia.

• Northern and North Eastern Victoria in grassland and grassy woodland areas.

• Monaro Plains of NSW and isolated records near Goulburn and Yass.

• Canberra, ACT.

A ‘Grassland & Grassy-woodland’ 

specialist

Overall, Striped Legless Lizard 

populations are now small and 

fragmented across their former 

range, due to extensive loss of 

habitat.

For more information, or to report a 

sighting, contact: 

Bertram Lobert 0409 433 276

Mary Anderson 0459 179 519 


